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PREACHES FIRST SERMON
TO NEW CONGREGATION.

The Reverend Doctor Skilling De-
ging  Pastorate  of \Webster
Groves Presbyterian Chureh.
The Reverend Doclor David

pastor of the Webster Grove:
initinl

Church, preached his SeruioNn  yes-
terday. and took a8 Lis text the words of
Peter, ns recorded in Aects x. 29 @ ask,

therefore, for what latept ye have sent for

tiy furniture, her L me.” In the course of his sermon he sald:
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SAYS OUR PROSPERITY
MUST COME FROM GOD.

The Reverend Joseph Stephan on
Lifference  Between  Material
and Spiritual Prosperity.

our

“A  New  Year's Prayer for  Spiritusl
Prosperlty™ wus the subject of the sermon
of the Heverend Josephus  Stephan at
Mount  Auburn Methodlst Episcopal
Church, South, yestenday morning. based
on Psalms 118, 5 Q) Lord, we beseech
thes, send now prosperity.’ He sald. i

priart:

“The horn of our materfal prosperity in
this country is ut present overfiowing with
su whundar In the agricultural, com-
I amd munufacturing world, and of

A5 o =egquence, in the o sinstical
al=¢. But there Iz a wide difference be-
twein muterinl and spiritusl prosperity, and
the divine 'stimate of each in the iife of
tiie church,

“We are prone to glory in mers pumbers.
wealth, soclal prestige, and materia] ad-
viancement. These are not to e despised.
and are nesdful in cerrying on our work:
bt - AN they be o trie itdex, an

=, to the pros ity of the church.
« in Heult worldly
T Ve requisite, But

CUNTrse,

otie of . proafs of the superforicy
of the Chyreh of Christ to all mive hu-
man orsanizations and soclal foroes is the
farct thar for Its e prosperity and ad-
vilmeement amon: men, it must depend,
first of all. on supernstural furces. which
contril 1 conform ull the human to the
Y treat end of the church's existence.

“Thi= I« the burden of this Priyer of Da-
vil'=. whivh we make for ourselves on the

wenr. It is offered on
r.ulr Pro=perity must come
g 4

thresheld of another
the § !

from
siamipoing
e i

aut
1 n the New Testament
iy, It depends on the
ritig power of the Holy

Spirit v chu It was not untll the
spirit was given ar Pontueost that the
church began, without many human ad-

o produce such wonderful re-
It wlli siiways be thus, The hard-

aon Christ had o teach his disciple
My kingdom s nol of thi= world.” us
been declured by the prophet,

ieht, nor by power. but by my
saith the Lond' He s the indispen-
element whirh  constftutes  the
wth af the church, who subordinntes
vees ail it human advantages and

agencles In the conversion of the world.

Thie prosperity, for which we pruoy. will
be munifest in several partlenlars, the first
of witdeh = & trae appreciation of the
house of God, with ali Its vriveleges. This

never be aecomplished from o mmer
wetiEn G 1y. The fact Is that the creat
multitode remiin away from our churches

LT
Lhe

rnjoy the blessing= of (he sanctuury. Wlien-

ugs= they don’y enjoy the services. whije
tithiul ants do so bewniuga they

thesy

lesslogs are  regarded
T uf conveniene the pr
a8 o oenthering goomd « migh for a
old men and women. but of ftgle lnter-

fey
est to the bulk of members in aciive Hife;

lho: Bible study of the Sunday
oy for frtle children; the o
rellgion and the ministry only respectable
appyndeges to s v. which must bhe en-

tal, then we discover indeed that o rem.

_scrhual nt
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8 pedded swhich is not found In the
il prisperity of the ohitreh,

Tieeres may be a spasmuodic atlemndance
ol ini st, like tHe moving, twite
sitlvanized hroiizh th
alkie excltation of something 1
satfonal, bt withem
thiz Interest soon dies
Is the vitalizing power «
to the membsrship o
and to make the «nil » In svery
department of the charel, like gz 2T
magnet, which will continunily draw

hold the people
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il eco-operation: o life consistent in ey
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‘ter In s humility, its purity and
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shly cpens its purse (o every

books and sermoans of
i helpful in meetihg the as-
stulis v icism, ut the grear npeed
ol the chureh §s a positive lvinzs testimony
tn the aetual transformetion of the jives
of its adberents, One genulne 1ife of & tros
fellower of Chrizt is more convincing and
irrefutable thouzands of polemical
rormons a and can maks more
iofidels hivah !
the mest scha Thi= Is un ek
ded In our dey, 2 witnessing Christ
vnd | thus the everv-day life of
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APGSTLE PAUL’S OPINIOK
ON “THE TRUE CHURCH.”

H. Pation Sayvs Conllicr-
ing Cliims Are Resulv of My
nepalistic Idea in Religion.

Dactor o

tuking

s i ol in
rinthians | 2; * vhurch of P which j=
al Corinth, evey thit are s =4
In Chrizt Jisus i be =aints, with
all that call upon n of the laord
Jesus Christ in ev T ir Lord il
ours,” Thix wa< 1he 1l n series of

HTmMOong an
in part:

et * prrpinse of the _\1
Ing this letter to the
vorrect them in
! practical 1 The
gone very fur Into the epistle we sholl spe
how canstic and severe his critheisms were,
T .k!n-ln_s: his intentlon, It was both wise

in i

this book, doctar sald,

Faul in writ-

Iy in hiz =alutation to niae the
dlent things= in their life. and to
ure them that they were a true church
wl. For thus the opening statement
the force of a full definition of whet
true chure . There are many wi
infurions clajms on this subject, vary
ahsog-

Imte right to the title The Church of Guod,
Some base thelr exclusive claims on cer=
faln forms of government, others on the ob-—
servance of certaln ceremonials, still others
on the fullnese and minuteness of thelr
doctrinal  statements., These conflicting
clalms are the result of the monopolistic
Idea in religion. We like 1o flatter ourselves
by the thought thuat we hold a patent-right
an the Kingdom of God. Now over against
all this exclusiveness amd narrowness is the
statement of the upostle, He calls it the
church of God In Corinth., God owns it and
he alone has a right to assert its nature
and the conditions of membership. This
prepares us for the broadest kind of state-
ment of what the true church is

“To begin with, the test i not that of
government. True, when the apostle speaks
of the church In Corinth he supports our
Congregational llea that the local churchis
complete In Itself; that ench congregation
Is a distinct and true church; but there 19
no assertlon here of government as making
the church: and, as if to guard against any
lucal restriction of the imstitution, he cou-
ples with the Corinthian Christians ‘all
that call upon the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ in every place.” Furthermore, the
eussontlnl thing Is not a statement of doc-
trine. There Is no Intellectual test here.
He does not even insist upon the accept-
ance of the “Apastles’ Cr In fact, they
had no rormulated creed In those days, anld
it they had had one they would not have
used it a3 a test of church membership.
Crecid2 there must be as the church comes
to study the great truths of Christ in thelr
relation; and the intellectunl element muost
ever by prominent in Christlanity; but as to
the central, determining thing In the church,
that shall mark It as troe or false, the
ereed 12 not mentloned by Paul. Coming to
the positive statement, If I would sum up
the text in a single sentence I would say
thut he defines the true church as the js-
sembly of those who have confeaged Jesus
Christ as Lord. There may be all sorts
of intellectual conceptiona, but that which
detines the true church in all ages and
pliuces is the practical recognition of the
Lordship of Christ. Jesus Christ must be
head of this thing,

“There is no geiting away from this clear
assertion. Notice how many times Paul
refers to Jesus Christ as Lord in theso
opening nine verses—no  less than eighc
times. Every conceivable aspect of church
life I= hete traced to Christ. No rival per-
sonality, no copartnership with other re-
ligious founders, no human intervention,
no  eeelestastical substitutlon la allowed,
More particularly St. Paul describes the
members of the true charch as those wha
are ‘sanctified.’ or better consecrated ‘in
Christ Je

“In the gecrintion the divine awnership
ls recognized by the members. They sur-
rentor themeelves 1o God, It s *in Christ
Jesux® because {1 is the result of his re-
deeming work received by them in falth.
This wives the distinetive Christinn char-
acter to the church. General [deas of the
divine ownership of our lives do not en-
title u¢ to membership in the church. It
must be the sense of the ownership brought
11 i Christ Jesus. It must be the per-
il hold of his Life npon ours that com-
pel= us into the church. If we belong to
Eim then we ought to be in the ebureh, |Ir
v have aceepted him ns our personal Lord
we should 19t him also be our Lord In
the community of bellevers,

“Aa for the purpose of it all, they ara
‘ealledd to be saint="  Literally called to be
clean people, God's purpose and thelr pur-
pose Is to have thelr lives clean and whole-
some, ke that of Christ. All who' have
that purpose are salnts. Leot us have dop=
with the restricted use of the ward sainl,
The very Corinthinns who are rebnked for
#vil practives later on are here called saints,
"hey are named for thelr purpose and for
Go plans  in  their  behalf. Anothes
specification in this definltion of the trus
chureh i= that its members ‘call upon the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ’: that je,
they maintain a living relation to him in
parver and fdllowship of life.

“This deseription of the church iz not o
mere Eloal in Cthe apostle’s mind, an unat-
tiinnhle wision. He goea on ta spenk of
actual sttairments among the Carinthians
In the Jdir m of reallzing this great par
pose.  He says they had already been en-
riched In all things In Christ. In all know-
ledge and utterance, that the clalm of 1he
gospel of Christ to subdue evit in man sinad

of
has
the
sl
ous =~ctions of the churvh assortin

I wig being substantinted in their
: t God's faulthfulness is be
them and I= the assurnnee of =riil

further attalnment fn Chrelst-like charn
unill they should stand “unreprovable” 1
fore (Christ, He l= about (o reprove them
fiurcely for thelr fuults, vet he halids hefore
them the blessed day when thev shall be
members  of true qehureh of God In
heaven, participating in the charncter and
glory of Christ.

“This s what we
church of God—uan asse
criated to God In €h
Iiving. in th
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orethren, as a
f those conar -

s!, called to oll righ
Inily contact of our lives with

the lving « =, Taot us live up to this
ldeal. Lt ds consider ourselves as In the
true chureh of God, not in any narrow.

execlusive or boastful way, ‘bhot in rhankfl
reconition of God's grace imparted to LS
In Christ. This, too. is the chureh which
we ask our outshde friends to foin. Do Yo%
know uny other socicty which has this
Ideal, and whiclk ean give you this heln?
You, too. are ‘called” to (his membership.
‘called” to Christ, ‘called’ o purtleipation
In the sceiety of Gol.

Have Your Fire Loss

Adj:d”
THRASHER HALL,

St. Louis.
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